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‘ Introduction

The Letters of John were written to Christians who were being
misled by false teachers. John writes to them to remind them of the
truth and equip them to recognise and throw out the lies.

In doing so, John gives them answers to big questions like "What
does it look like to be a genuine follower of Christ?", "How can | tell
if the teachings | am listening to are the truth or lies?" Big
questions that are all still just as relevant to us today.

As you study the Letters of John, you will hopefully:

—> grow in clarity about who God is and what it
looks like to follow him

—> grow in your love for God and his ways

—> grow in your ability to recognise false teachers

Additionally, this study is designed to help you not only study the
Letters of John, but also learn how to study the Bible in general.
The study process we'll use is easy to learn and easy to apply when
you go on to study any of the other books of the Bible.



‘ Introduction

Below is an outline of what is contained in this Bible study:

—>

A list of reasons why you need to study the Bible
daily for easy reference during times of demotivation.

Whether you already have a vibrant habit of studying the
Bible or you are completely new to this, we all have times
when we feel demotivated to keep up the habit, and we
need reminders of why studying the Bible daily is
necessary.

A process for you to follow in order to study the Bible
correctly.

Questions to help you study the Letters of John (1st
John, 2nd John and 3rd John).

These will enable you to put the process to practice while
also providing a resource you can use to study the Bible
with friends, so that you have more motivation,
accountability, and get to experience the joy of growing
in your faith together.

Supporting audios which you can stream or download
at www.bindikiregu.com



‘ Introduction

This study is designed to be done weekly, either alone or as a
small group.

If you are doing this study alone:
—> Set aside a daily time and place in which you can do the
questions for the week
—> Do a few questions every day
—> After completing all the questions, listen to the audio

for that week

If you are doing the study as a group meeting weekly:

—> Choose the day and time that you will be meeting
weekly

—> Set aside a daily time and place in which you can do the
questions for the week alone

Do a few questions every day

—>
—> After completing all the questions, listen to the audio
for that week

—> Meet with your group on the chosen day and time and
discuss the questions that stood out to each of you that
week (rather than going through all of them again
together). Also share each of your answers to the two
questions under the 'Every Week’ title at the end of
each week from Week 4
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‘ Introduction

Tools you

will need for the study:

Bibles (Physical or Online versions of the ESV and NLT
Bible Translations)

Dictionary (Physical or Online versions) Many of the
questions in the study ask you to look up definitions

Pens for writing down your answers in the spaces

provided
Highlighters or colour pencils for marking up the Bible

excerpts of the weekly scripture text which are provided
at the beginning of each week of questions

SET YOUR PERSONAL GOALS:

1. What do you hope to get out of doing this study?

2. Write down the time and place in which you will be doing the questions
daily (Consistency is key, so choose a time and place that are

realistically easy for you to maintain daily):










8 REASONS WHY YOU NEED TO

STUDY THE BIBLE DAILY
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w YOU NEED TO STUDY THE BIBLE DAILY

1. AN INVITATION TO KNOW YOUR CREATOR
and walk with him all the days of your life:

The primary means that God has given you to correctly and
continually know him and walk with him, is the Bible.

Having faith in God simply means trusting him. You
cannot have faith in someone that you don't know.

Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love,
for in you I trust.
Make me know the way I shonld g0,
for to yon Il wp my soul.
PSALM 143:8



w YOU NEED TO STUDY THE BIBLE DAILY

2. A CLEAR LENS

to see the world correctly:

The primary means God has given you to transform your
mind and shape the lens through which you view the
world (your worldview), is the Bible.

You cannot understand and interpret the world
around you correctly without his word.

The commandment of' the Lord is pure,
en&jh/'eninﬂ the eyes.

PSALM 19:8b



w YOU NEED TO STUDY THE BIBLE DAILY

3. AN UNDISTORTED MIRROR

to see yourself correctly:

The primary means God has given you to see yourself
correctly, is the Bible.
You cannot rightly understand yourself (why you exist,
where your value and identity should come from, where your
brokenness, sinfulness and struggles come from) apart from

his word.

For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer,
he is bike a man who looks Lm‘em‘fy at his natural
ﬁwe h a mirror.

For he looks at himself and goes away and at once
Foryeﬂ' what he looks like.

JAMES 1:23-27



W

YOU NEED TO STUDY THE BIBLE DAILY

4. ARMOUR
for the battles you face with the enemy:

The primary means God has given you to fight against the

schemes of the devil in your life, is the Bible.

The devil is first and foremost an enemy of God, which makes
him an enemy of the truth and ultimately a liar- ‘the father
of lies’. His schemes are all rooted in lies. You cannot fight

against lies without the truth, we find the truth in God’s word.

A final word: Be u‘ronj in the Lord and in
his mty/u‘y power. Put on all of God's
armonr so that you will be able to stand firm
a,ja,:inrt‘ all u‘m,t‘ejées of the devil.

EPHESIANS 6:10-11



w YOU NEED TO STUDY THE BIBLE DAILY

5. A SOLID FOUNDATION

The primary means God has given you to build your life on
unshakable ground, is the Bible.

God is our solid foundation. There is nothing in your life that
is as stable as him. When you build your life on the truth
about him found in his word, you can withstand the inevitable
storms of life that will come your way.

“As for everyone who comes to me and hears my words
and /m.h them into /ara.ch'ce,

L will show you what t‘/t,ey are like.

T/wy are Uike a man éuéfalénj a /wuu, who aluj down
a(ee,/a and laid the foundation on rock.

When a tlood came, the torrent struck that house but
conld not shake it, becaunse it was well built.”

LUKE 6:47-48
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w YOU NEED TO STUDY THE BIBLE DAILY

6. A STRONG ANCHOR
to keep you from drifting:

The primary means God has given you to protect you from

being carried away by the currents of the world and your

flesh, is the Bible.

At any given time you are either actively following Christ,
or you are drifting off towards destruction. His word gives
you an anchor to the truth.

Therefore we must rey much closer attention to

what we have heard, lest we drift away Lrom (it.

HEBREWS 2:1
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w YOU NEED TO STUDY THE BIBLE DAILY

7. A LAMP
to light the way before you:

The primary means God has given you to grow in knowledge
and wisdom, is the Bible.

God gives you knowledge of what is good and what is evil
through his word, and God gives you wisdom by
transforming you through his word to love what is good and

hate what is evil.

Your word (s a Zam./n to my feet
and a Zéj/tf to my /nu‘/u.

PSALM 119:105
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w YOU NEED TO STUDY THE BIBLE DAILY

8. NOURISHMENT AND REFRESHMENT

for your soul:

The primary means God has given you to nourish and

refresh your soul, is the Bible.

Just like your body was made to be nourished by good food,
your soul was made to be nourished by his word. Nothing
else can accomplish that.

Jesus answered, “It is written: Man shall not
live on bread alone, but on every word that
comes from the mouth of God.’”

MATTHEW 4:4
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w YOU NEED TO STUDY THE BIBLE DAILY

SECTION QUESTIONS:

1. Read Psalm 19:7-11 and Deut 6:4-9. These texts describe the word of God
as a treasure for us and something our lives are to be saturated with and
shaped by. Is this your current view and approach to the Bible? If not, what
is your current view of the Bible?

2. a) Are any of the 8 reasons listed in this section new to you?

b) Is there one or more that you know but often forget about?

c) Do you find any of them unrealistic or hard to believe? If yes, why?

3. For each of the 8 reasons given, think through what alternatives you tend
to turn to as a primary means of achieving these things.

a) An invitation to know God (what other avenues do you tend to turn to as

your primary way to try to know God better? E.g. Books about Christianity, Daily
devotions, Pastors, online ministries )
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w YOU NEED TO STUDY THE BIBLE DAILY

b) A clear lens to the see the world correctly (what other avenues do you
tend to turn to as your primary help to understand life/people/work/family etc?)

c) An undistorted mirror to see yourself correctly (what other avenues do

you tend to turn to to find your identity, self-worth and to gain self-awareness?)

d) Armour for the battles you face with the enemy (what other avenues
do you tend to turn to to recognise and fight against the strategies of the devil?)

e) A solid foundation to build your life on (what other avenues do you

tend to turn to as the primary source of security in your life?)
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w YOU NEED TO STUDY THE BIBLE DAILY

f) A strong anchor to keep you from drifting (what other avenues do you
tend to turn to as your primary protection from drifting in your relationship with

God?)

g) A lamp to light the way before us (what other avenues do you tend to
turn to as a primary source of wisdom for your life?)

h) Nourishment and refreshment for your soul (what other avenues do you
tend to turn to to nourish and refresh you when you are feeling depleted?)

4. Have you been able to start and keep a habit of studying your Bible
daily? If not, what do you think has prevented you from doing so?
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| Notes from the andio
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[ ek 2.

How you should
sﬂw&f the Bible
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‘ 170W YOU SHOULD STUDY THE BIBLE

View every book as part ofa &uyer story that is all about God

Each book in the Bible is one part of a collection of 66 books,
written over a period of 1500 years, by approximately 40 authors.
The authors lived at different points in history, in a wide range of
cultures, languages, backgrounds, social classes and occupations.
Their writings display an array of personalities and writing styles,
each making a unique and valuable contribution.

Amazingly, these 66 books come together to tell one cohesive story
about one main character- God. This story starts with him creating
everything in Genesis, and ends with him renewing everything in
Revelation. Through this story from Creation to New Creation, the
Bible reveals to us the God of the universe, displaying his nature,
his character and his epic plan for humanity.

An overview of the plot of this story can be found on the next page.

When you approach the Bible with this in mind, you will come to it
primarily to seek to know God. And in doing so, you'll find that
through knowing Him you will also find self-discovery, wisdom for
your life, and the empowerment to live out that wisdom.

If we come to the Bible with the right intentions (seeking to
know God) and read it the right way (the way it was intended to
be read), we find it to be a gold mine that we can never deplete.

A life-changing treasure from God to us.
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Where everything
began

The Bible story starts
off with the triune
God sovereignly and
perfectly creating
everything.

We see him make the
first human beings,
Adam and Eve, in his
image and inviting
them to rule over the
earth under him.
(Genesis 1 & 2)

Why there is
brokenness, suffering
and evil in the world

The story then takes a
dark turn as Adam
and Eve believe the
lies of the devil that

God could not be
trusted and that they
could be their own
gods.

They rebel against
God and this results in
humanity being
separated from God,
and ushers sin and
death into the world,
bringing about our
need for a saviour.

(Genesis 3)

What God has done
(and is doing) about it

We then see God chose to
create a nation through
which he would reveal
himself and his ways to
the world, and through
which the saviour would
come.

We see Jesus, the Son of
God, come to earth as our
promised saviour. On our
behalf he lives the
perfectly obedient life we
couldn't live, dies a
sacrificial death as our
substitute, and rises from
the dead victorious,
making a way for man to
be reconciled to God and
establishing his kingdom.

This brings us to today
where God is currently
redeeming people from
every tribe, tongue and
nation and bringing them
into his kingdom.
(Gen 315, Gen 12:1-3, Isaiah 53,

Mark 1:14-15, John 19:17-30,
Col 113-23)

/
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Where everything is
headed

In conclusion, the Bible
then tells us how God's
epic story for humanity
will find it's
culmination- Jesus will
return, gathering those
he has redeemed and
renewing all creation.

Sin and death will be
no more, heaven and
the new earth will
become one, man will
rule the new earth
under God, and man
and God will dwell

together eternally.

(Rev 21:1-4, Isiah 65:17-25)
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‘ 170“} YOU SHOULD STUDY THE BIBLE

To read the Bible in a meaningful and accurate way, we have to
read it the way it was intended to be read.

To do this, we'll follow a 4-step process:

Step1 ___. BACKGROUND
Step 2

> OBSERVATION

Step 3 > INTERPRETATION

Step 4 > APPLICATION

Like all new habits, following a process may feel mechanical at
first but as you keep practicing it, it eventually becomes second
nature and you won't have to put in any effort to follow the

process.
To illustrate the importance of following the right process, we will
use a famous verse from the book of Philippians (Phil 4:13):

‘I can do all f/n.énjs fhrouj/b Christ who sr‘renjr‘henr me.’

If you pick out this text as a stand-alone text and skip the first 3
steps and go straight to Step 4 (application) as people often do,
you end up using this verse as an encouragement that through the
power of Christ you can accomplish all you desire to accomplish.

Let's go through the correct process and see what application we

actually end up with.
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‘ St‘e{a 1: Bac/cjromw[

This step involves taking note of the genre/literary style and
setting of the book you are reading- the what? who? when?
where? & why?

THE ‘WHAT":

The Bible is essentially a library of 66 books. Different books have
different genres. So we start off by identifying what genre the
book we are studying is- What type of literature am | looking at? Is
it narrative history, wisdom, prophecy, gospels, letters/epistles or
apocalyptic?

THE ‘'WHO', ‘'WHEN', ‘'WHERE' & ‘'WHY":
These are about the setting of the book, its historical and cultural

context- Who wrote it? Who was it written to? When was it written?
What was going on at the time? Why was it written?

Knowing the background of the book helps us read it the
way it was intended to be read

33



\} fe/a 1. Buc/cyrow'w(

SECTION QUESTIONS:

Now go ahead and do this background step for our example text,
Philippians 4:13. Make sure you don’t just memorise the information that
you find, but that you'd instead be able to picture the people involved
and the context they are in. It should become real to you.

Fill in your answers below about the background of the book of
Philippians*

GENRE:

AUTHOR:

RECIPIENTS:

DATE WRITTEN:

PURPOSE IT WAS
WRITTEN:

*Where to find the backgrounds of books of the Bible:

— If you have a Study Bible, you'll usually find the background of the book on
the first page of that particular book in the Study Bible.

—1f you don't have a Study Bible, you can do an online search on the
background of any book and find a wealth of resources.
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‘ Sfe/a 2: Qbservation

In this step we answer the question- What does the text say?

We read what the text says with the mindset that the Bible was
written very thoughtfully and that God chose the details,
descriptions, imagery, and the overall tone for every text
deliberately. So, we pay attention to all the details.

Before we try to understand what a text means or how it
applies to our lives, we need to know what it actually says

To do the observation step for our example text, we'll use the
portion of text in which that verse is found, in order to get context:

“10 How I/arni.\‘e the Lord that you are concerned about me again. I know you
have nanys been concerned for me, but you didn't have the chance to /wé/a
me. 11 Not that I was ever in need, for I have learned how to be content with
whatever I have. 12 I know how to live on almost nof/uinj or with everyt%énj,
I have learned the secret of Zivénj in every situation, whether it is with a full
stomach or empty, with /Mem‘y or bittle. 13 For I can do all t‘/uénjs fhronjh
Christ, who gives me rr‘renjﬂu. 14 Even so, you have done well to share with
me in my /:reren.f alé#écuéfy, !

PHILIPPIANS 4:10-14
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Sr‘e/a 2: Observation

SECTION QUESTIONS:

Read through the portion of text (Philippians 4:10-14) and answer the
following questions:

1. What is the tone of this passage? Does the author (Paul) sound
excited/angry/grateful etc?

2. Does he use any imagery, or make any comparisons or contrasts?

3. Circle any linking words in the text (e.g. but, for, even so_not that, etc).
These show connections between ideas the author is communicating.

4. Note down any phrases or themes that are repeated in the text. These
show the author placing emphasis on a point.
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| Step 3. Interpretation

In this step we answer the question- What does the text mean?
To do this we will include the following practices:

—> Looking up definitions of words to get a better
understanding of the text

—> Thinking through why particular stories/imagery etc
were included in the text

—> Looking at other texts in the Bible to give us a better
understanding of the text we are reading. This is
because the Bible interprets the Bible.

Most importantly, we interpret the text keeping in mind that the
whole Bible is primarily about God. So we look to understand
what this text tells us about God- Who he is, what his character
is like; how he views his creation, and what his will is for our
lives.

After knowing the background of the text and what the text
says, we can then think through what it means
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\} fop 3: Z;u‘erf retation

SECTION QUESTIONS:

Keeping in mind the background of the book of Philippians and the
observation you did in the previous step, read through the portion of text
again (Philippians 4:10-14) and answer the following questions:

1. Whose mission was Paul on?

2. In what state was Paul in at the time of writing this letter? Was he in a
season of having a lot or a little?

3. What lessons does he describe learning?

4. When he says that he ‘can do all things through Christ who strengthens
him’, what kind of things was he describing needing/using strength for?

5. What does this text tell us about God in regards to his will for our lives
and how he relates to us as we live it out?
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Sfe/a u: Aff&mﬁm

In this final step we answer the question- How should | respond?

After reflecting on God's character and his ways in Step 3, we then
reflect on how the original recipients were supposed to respond to
the text- How was it meant to impact their lives?

And lastly, we reflect on how we should respond- How should you
in particular respond?

—> What has the text shown you about God?
—> What has it shown you about yourself?

— What actions is he calling you to?

After knowing the background of the text, what it says and
what it means, we now reflect on what response God is
calling us to
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Sfe/a u: ;4/ap&'cm‘ém

SECTION QUESTIONS:

1. What message was Paul teaching/encouraging the church in Philippi
with through this message? How did he want them to view his
circumstances and how did he want them to view God?

2. What response would the text have been calling them to have? What
actions should they take? In which ways should they pray?

3. What response does the text call you to have? Is there any change of
perspective you should make about God or life circumstances?

4. In what ways do you need Christ to strengthen you? Write these down
in the form of a prayer to God.
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Week 3.
Bax/cyrow»w( of
the ’4/’ ostle John

& 15t John
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‘ BQC/C\?POM OF THE AUTHOR

Let's look at who John was and what his relationship with Jesus was
from the beginning of Jesus’ earthly ministry to the end of it:

1. Read Luke 5:1-11 and answer the following questions:

a. Who were John's father and brother?

b. What was John's occupation when he met Jesus and who else

was he partnering with in his work alongside his father and
brother?

c. What did Jesus do that had an impact on him?

d. How did John respond to this event?

2. Read Mark 3:13-19 and answer the following questions:

a. What did Jesus appoint John to be?

44



‘ BﬂC/CjI"OM OF THE AUTHOR

b. What was that role going to entail? (3 things are mentioned)

c. What nickname did Jesus give John and his brother
James?

3. Matthew 17:1-13 and Mark 14:32-43 describe 2 notable events in
Jesus’ life, read through both texts and answer the following
questions:

a. What was notable about the two events described in this text.

b. In each incident, Jesus selected 3 out of his 12 disciples to go
with them. Write down the names of the 3.
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‘ B@C/Cﬂl‘om OF THE AUTHOR

4. Read John 13:21-30 and answer the following questions:

a. During Jesus’ last supper with his disciples before his
arrest, where was John (‘the disciple whom he loved’)
seated?

b. What did Peter ask John to do?

5. Read about Jesus’ moments before his death in John 19:23-30 and
take note of Jesus' interaction with John. What duty did he assign
to John?

6. Read John 20:1-18 and answer the following questions:

a. Why do you think John didn't enter the tomb at first?

b. What did Jesus call the disciples in his instruction to Mary?
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‘ B&C/erOMOF THE AUTHOR

7. Read John 20:19-23 and answer the following questions:

a. What state did the risen Jesus find the disciples in?

b. What ‘commission” did he give them?

c. How did Jesus empower them for that work?

8. The Gospel of John, which we have read numerous verses from
this week, was written by the Apostle John to give us an account of
Jesus’s life and ministry. Read John 20:30-31 and write down his
stated purpose in writing this account.
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Bﬂ.ﬁ/(jrow OF THE AUTHOR

SUMMARY:

1. Based on all you have read about John this week, write down in your
own words a brief summary of who John was, who he was to Jesus, and
who Jesus was to him.

2. Jesus is the visible image of the invisible God (Col 1:15-20), what does
his relationship with John display about the character of God?
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‘ BQC/CﬂI"OM

OF 1ST JOHN

GENRE: Letters

AUTHOR: John, The Apostle
Same author as 2nd & 3rd John, the Gospel of John and
the book of Revelation.

RECIPIENTS: A network of churches likely located in Asia

Minor (present day Western Turkey)
This is where John lived at the time.

DATE WRITTEN:

Estimated to have been written around AD 90
This is approximately 57 years after Christ’s death and
resurrection. John would have been an old man at this
time, and he was likely the only apostle still alive.

PURPOSE:

—> To counter false teachers*

— To reassure believers of their salvation
through Christ

— To provide clarity on what true
fellowship with God looks like

49




 Background. o essoun

*The false teaching being spread at the time was by a movement called
Gnosticism, which is alive and well today and prevalent in many ‘churches’
and ‘fellowships’ in our context. It's teachings included:

—> The philosophy that the spiritual is entirely good and the physical

is entirely evil- For example: God is good because he is entirely
spirit, and the human body is bad because it's entirely physical.

—> God can therefore not take on a human body- So either Jesus

Christ was just a man and not God, or he was God and he never
really took on a human body even though he might've seemed to
have one (his body was some kind of illusion).

—> We need to be saved from our ignorance, not from our sin.

Salvation is therefore not achieved by grace through faith in

Christ but rather it's achieved by attaining_special knowledge-

Through this knowledge one achieves a level of spirituality and
escapes/transcends the physical.

— Because only the physical is what is considered evil (rather than
rebellion against God and breaking_his law), there is nothing

morally wrong_with breaking God's law and living_a sinful life-

A modern day version of this is people considering themselves
‘spiritual” and in tune with God while ignoring his laws and actively
living according to their own standards of right and wrong.

50



Bﬂlﬁ/(ﬂl"ow OF 1ST JOHN

SECTION QUESTIONS:

1. Have you ever encountered any similar teachings or known someone
living out these beliefs?

2. Do you feel confident that you can identify false ‘Christian’ teachings
when you hear them?

3. Have you ever wondered what true salvation and true fellowship with

God should look like?
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15t John C’/m/afer 1
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15t Johi cuneren

ESV

The Word of' /,é{'e

1 That which was from the
4ejénn£nj, which we have
heard, which we have seen with
onr eyes, which we looked upon
and have touched with onr
hands, concerning the word of
life— 2 the life was made
ma.né&m‘, and we have seen (t,
and fesh’f'y to it and /aroc[mlm to
you the eternal Zéﬁ, which was
with the Father and was made
manifest to us— 3 that which we
A/%VE feen ﬂ,nd h&ﬂ"l we
ﬂroc&uﬁm also to you, so that
you too may have Fe”ow,r/ul/a
with ns, and indeed our
Feffows/u’/y is with the Father
and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4
And we are wréﬁnﬂ these f/uénj:
o that our joy may be com/a&t‘e.

56

NLT
Introduction
1 We /aroc[a,im to you the one
who existed from the éeﬂén.ntny,
whom we have heard and seen.
We saw him with our own eyes
and touched him with our own
hands. He is the Word of Uife. 2
This one wheo is life iteelf was
revealed to us, and we have seen
him. And now we fesh'f'y and
procfa,ém to you that he is the
one who is eternal life. He was
with the Father, and then he
was revealed to us. 3 We
proclm’m to you what we
onrselves have a,cfua,éey seen and
heard so that you may have
Fe”owshé/a with ws. And our
f’efﬂows/ul/a is with the Father
and with his Son, Jesus Christ.
4 We are wrér‘ény these fﬂinﬂs s0



‘ 16t John cureren,

ESV

Wa.ﬁinﬂ in the Léj/vf

5 This is the message we have
heard from him and froc&ulm to
you, that God is Zéﬂ/n,/', and in
him (s no darkness at all. ¢ If
we say we have Fa”owrhiﬂ with
him while we wallk in darkness,
we lie and do not /ara,chlce the
truth. 7 But if we walk in the
Zo’jlu‘, as he (s in the Zéj/uf, we
have f'eféow:/u’/a
another, and the blood of Jesns

his Son cleanses ns from all sin.

with one

8 IF we say we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in me. 9 If we confess onr
sins, he is faithful and ju_x/' to
f'arjéve ns our sing and to
cleanse ns from all
unréjht‘eamneu. 10 If we say we

have not sinned, we make him a

NLT

that you may ﬁtﬁy share our
j°7'

Lévén.ﬂ in the &’ﬂ/u‘
5 This is the message we heard
from Jesus and now declare to
you: God is &'jht‘, and there (s no
darkness in him at all. ¢ So we
are éyénj LF we say we have
f'efﬂowshé/: with God but g0 on
&vénﬂ n :ﬂén’hw,é darkness, we
are not frrncﬁcéng the truth. 2
But L’F we are &'vénj in the Zéj/u‘,
as God is in the &jlu‘, then we
have f'e”ow:/u’/a with each other,
and the blood of Jesus, his Son,

cleanses us From all sin.

g IF we claim we have no sin,
we are on,éy foo&'nj ourselves

and not &vénj in the truth.
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ESV

liar, and his word (s not in us

58

NLT

9 But if we confess our sins to
him, he is faithful nm(jmr‘ to
forﬂéve ne our sins and to
cleanse ns from all wickedness.
10 If we claim we have not
sinned, we are ca.%inj God a

liar and :howénj that his word

has no place in our hearts.
r
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OBSERVATION:

Read through Chapter 1 (printed in ESV and NLT translations on
Pages 55 to 57)

1. Highlight (in the ESV text) and write down (below) any
repeated words or phrases in the chapter. These show the
author’s emphasis on a point.

2. Circle where there are linking words or phrases in the ESV text
(e.g. because, but, therefore, so that, since) and write down
(below) the sentence that follows (e.g. 'so that our joy may be
complete.’) These show connections between ideas the author is

communicating.

3. Underline (in the ESV text) and write down (below) any
imagery, contrasts and similarities that John uses in his

descriptions.
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INTERPRETATION:

Read verses 1 to 4:

4. Based on the purpose for the letter (outlined on Page 49), which
of the false beliefs listed is John countering right from the
beginning of his letter?

5. What 2 reasons does John give for writing to them this letter?

6. Define ‘fellowship’.

Read verses 5 to 10:

7. What does it mean that ‘God is light and in him there is no
darkness at all’? Read Deut 32:4, James 1:17 and Psalm 145:17 and

write down your thoughts.

60



‘ 15t Johm cunrren

8. What does it mean for us to ‘'walk in the light” and what does it
mean for us to ‘walk in darkness’?

9. Why are we unable to have fellowship with God when we are
walking in darkness?

10. Why are we unable to have fellowship with other believers when
we are not walking in darkness?
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11. What is God’s response to us when we confess our sins? Describe
his response in your own words.

12. What does it mean for God to cleanse us?

13. Define ‘faithful and ‘just’. Why would it be unfaithful and unjust
for God to not forgive us when we repent of our sin?

14. What do we inadvertently call God when we claim to have no
sin and what does this claim reveal about us?
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APPLICATION:

15. How were the believers who were receiving John's letter

supposed to be impacted by how he describes Jesus at the

beginning of chapter 1? How should you be impacted by his
description?

16. How does chapter 1 address our temptation to justify any of the
sin in our lives?

17. Write down a prayer asking God for help with whatever
response you need to make.
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1&‘7L JOAJ’L CHAPTER 1

EVERY WEEK:

1. Which verse stood out most to you this week? Write it down,
memorise it and share it with the group.

2. What about God stood out most to you this week? How does
that characteristic encourage you to trust him with your life?
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ESV
Christ Qur Advocate
1 M7 Vittle children, I am
wréh‘ny these #/Lénjs to you so
that you may not sin. But if
anyone does sn, we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the réjht‘eous. 2 He is the
froﬂéhim‘éon for our sins, and
not for ours onfy but also for
the sins of the whole world. 3
And by this we know that we
have come to know him, li]é we
keep his commandments. 4
Wheoever says “I know him” but
does not [tee/a his commandments
is a liar, and the truth is not in
him, 5 but whoever kee/as his
word, in him t‘ru[y the love of
God is /aerf'ect‘eal, 57 this we
may know that we are in him: 6

whoever fays he abides in him

68

NLT

1 My dear c/u'fa[ren, I am
wréh’nj this to you so that you
will wot sin. But if anyone does
sin, we have an advocate who
f?éea.a(r our case before the
Father. H#e is Jesus Christ, the
one who is fruey réﬂ/u‘eoux. 2 He
himself is the sacrifice that
atones for onr sine—and not
on[y our sins but the sins of all
the world.

3 Aund we can be sure that we
know him é{' we oéey his
commandments. 4 If someone
aims, “I know God,” but
doesn 't 0497 God's
commandments, that person s a
biar and is not éévén.y in the
truth. 5 But those who 0497
God's word fru.€7 show how
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ESV

ouy/u‘ to walk in the same way

in which he walked.

The New Commandment

2 Beloved, I am wré/'énj you no
new commandment, but an old
commandment that you had
from the éeﬂénnénj, The old
commandment is the word that
you have heard. 38 At the same
time, it (s a new commandment
that I am wn’h’nj to you, which
is true in him and in you,
becanse the darkness is passing
away and the true Zéj/u‘ e
a,freuly s/u’nény. 9 Wheoever fays
he is in the &jlnf and hates his
brother is still in darkness. 10
Wheoever loves his brother abides
in the gb'j/lf, and in him there (s
. 11 But

whoever hates his brother is in

no canse for n‘umé&'nﬂ

69

NLT
com/a[u‘e[y t‘/uey love him. That

is how we know we are &'vén.j in
him. 6 Those who say v‘/wy live
in God should live their lives as
Jesus did.

A New Commandment

2 Dear friends, I am not writing
a new commandment For you,
rather it s an old one you have
had from the very hjinnénj.
This old commandment—+to love
one another—is the same
message you heard before. g Yet
it te also mew. Jesus lived the
truth of this commandment, and
you also are &'Vén.j it For the
darkness i a(ém,/a/yea,rénj, and
the true &'ﬂ/u" e nfrea.aly
:/u'nény. 9 If' anyone claimse, “I
am &'vény in the ééy/d, " but
hates a &Mow believer, that
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ESV
the darkness and walks in the

darkness, and does not know

where he (s oinﬂ, becamse the

darkness has blinded his eyes.

12 [ am wn’h’nj to you, Uittle
c/u'éalreh.,
becanse your sins are Foryéven
for his name's sake.
13 [ am wréh’nj to you, ﬁu%em,
becanse you know him who is
from the 4ejénnénﬂ,
Iam wn’h’nﬂ to you, young
men,
becanse you have overcome
the evil one.
I write to you, children,
becanse you know the Father.
14 I write to you, ﬁu‘her:,
becanse you know him who is
from the hﬁénnénj.

I write to you, young men,

70

NLT
person is el &'vény in
darkness. 10 Anyona who loves a
fellow believer is &'Vinﬂ in the
Zég/u‘ and does not canse others
to stumble. 11 But anyone whe
hates a fellow believer is still
Zivénj and wajh’n.j in darkness.
Such a person does not know the
way to g0, hnvéuy been blinded
47 the darkness.

12 [ am writing to you who are
God’s children becanse your sins
have been f'orjéven fhrouy/u
Jesus.

13 [ am wréh’nj to you who are
mature in the faith

becanse you know Christ, who
existed from the 5ejénn£nﬂ.

L am wréh‘ny to you who are
young in the faith

660@%1‘9 70% /L&Ve won 70“."
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ESV
becanse you are strong,
and the word of God abides in

you,
and you have overcome the evil

one.

Do Not Love the World

15 Do not love the world or the
f/ulnﬂr in the world. If anyone
loves the world, the love ote the
Father is not in him. 16 For all
that is in the world —the desires
of the flesh and the desires of
the eyes and /.'riale of bife—is not
from the Father but is from the
world. 17 And the world (s
passing away a,[onj with ite
desires, but whoever does the

will of' Gaa( abides forever.

Wa.rnény Concemu’nﬂ Auntichrists
18 Children, it is the last hour,
and as you have heard that

7

NLT
battle with the evil one.
14 I have written to
God'& children

becamse you know the Father.
I have written to
mature in the faith

becamse you know Christ, who

70“. W/LD are

70% WAO are

existed from the éejénnénﬁ.
I have written to you who are
young in the faith

becanse you are st‘ronﬂ.
God's word lives in your hearts,
and you have won your battle
with the evil one.

Do Not Love This World

15 Do not love this world nor the
f/u’,h.j{‘ it offers you, for when
you love the world, you do not
have the love of the Father in
you. 16 For the world offers
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ESV

antichrist (s coménj, $6 now
many antichrists have come.
Therefore we know that it is the
last howr. 19 T/wy
from us, but t%ey were not of
ws, for if t‘hey had been of us,
fhey wonld have continuned with
ue. But t%ey went ont, that it
méj/u‘ become /Muén that t‘/v.ey
all are not of us. 20 But yon
have been anointed 67 the #oéy
One, and you all have

went ont

knowéealﬂe. 21 I write to you,
not becanse you do not know the
truth, but becanse you know (t,
and becanse no lie is of the
truth. 22 Wheo is the liar but he
who denies that Jesus is the
Christ? This is the antichrist, he
who denies the Father and the
Son. 23 No one who denies the

72

NLT

on[y a ora,vény For physécae
peeuure, a crav:lny f’or
everyf/u’nj we see, and /:réa(e n
onr achievements and

ossessions. These are not from
the Father, but are from this
world. 13 And this world i
Fa,a(ény away, a,éonj with
everyf/ulnj that /aeo/aée crave.
But anyone who does what

/Memes God will live (eorever.

Wa,rnéu.ﬂ about Antichrists

18 Dear children, the last hour
is here. You have heard that the
Auntichrist is coménj, and
a,éreuly many such antichrists
have n/a/warea[. From this we
know that the last hour has
come. 19 These /aeo/aee éef'f onr
churches, but t‘/wy never rea,féy
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ESV

Son has the Father. Whoever
confesses the Son has the Father
also. 24 let what you heard
from the hyénnénj abide in
you. If what you heard from
the hﬁénnénj abides in you,
then you too will abide in the
Son and in the Father. 25 And
this is the promise that he made

to us—eternal life.

26 I write these fﬂinjs to you
about those who are fryény to
deceive you. 27 But the
a,noén.h’nj that you received from
him abides in you, and you
have no need that anyone should
teach you. But as his anoinh’nﬂ
teaches you about everyf/ulnﬁ,
and is true, and is no Zée—ju:f

as it has fa,uy/u‘ you, abide in
him.

73

NLT

.4e€onjea( with s, otherwise f/wy
wonld have n‘ayea( with ns.
When t‘/uey Ze(a/', ot /aroveal that
f/ney did not 45&;«.3 with ne

20 But you are not like that, for
the #ofy One has given you his
S/ﬂlru‘, and all of you know the
truth. 21 8o I am wréh‘nﬂ to
you not becanse you don’t know
the truth but becanse you know
the difference between truth and
lies. 22 ;4;4.0[ who is a Zia,r?
Anyone who tays that Jesus (s
wot the Christ. Anyone who
denies the Father and the Son is
an antichrist. 23 Anyone who
denies the Son doesn'’t have the
Father, either. But anyone wheo
ncknowéealﬂes the Son has the
Father also.
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ESV

Children of' God

28 And now, Uittle children,
abide in him, so that when he
appears we may have conféa(enca
and not shrink from him in
shame at his come’nﬂ. 29 If you
know that he is réﬂh/'eous, you
may be sure that everyone who

/ﬂ‘a.ch'ces réy/u‘eom‘neu hﬂ.l‘ 639%

born of' him.

74

NLT

24 $o you must remain taithtul
to what you have been /'a,uj/u‘
from the éeﬂén.n.énj. If you do,
you will remain in {'e%aw:hi{a
with the Son and with the
Father. 25 And in this
Fa”ow&héfa we en\./'oy the eternal
Uife he ﬂromiseal ns.

26 [ am wn’hﬁnj these fhényr to
warn you about those who want
to lead you astray. 27 But you
have received the #0[7 S/u'réf,
and he lives within you, so you
don’t need anyone to teach you
what is true. For the S/n'n’t‘
teaches you everyt‘/v.ih.ﬂ you need
to know, and what he teaches (s
trwe— it is not a lie. So/un‘ as

he has fﬂ,uj/lf you, remain in

Fellaw:hé/a with Christ.
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ESV

NLT

[événﬂ as Children otf God

28 And now, dear cﬂééa(ren,
remain in f'aé@owsln’p with Christ
s0 that when he returns, you
will be full of conrage and not

shrink back f’rom him in shame.

29 Since we know that Christ is
n’y/u‘aous, we also know that all
who do what is n’g/u‘ are God's
children.
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OBSERVATION:

Read through Chapter 2 (printed in ESV and NLT translations on
Pages 67 to 74)

1. Highlight (in the ESV text) and write down (below) any
repeated words or phrases in the chapter. These show the author’s
emphasis on a point.

2. Circle where there are linking words or phrases in the ESV text
(e.g. because, but, therefore, so that, since) and write down (below)
the sentence that follows them. These show connections between
ideas the author is communicating.

3. Underline (in the ESV text) and write down (below) any imagery,
contrasts and similarities that John uses in his descriptions.
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INTERPRETATION:

Read verses 1 to 6

4. Based on the terms of endearment he uses, describe John's
relationship with the people he is writing to?

5. What reason does he give for writing to them?

6. In your own words, define ‘advocate’ and "propitiation’.

7. Read Hebrews 4:14-15, and describe what makes Jesus an ideal
advocate for us?
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8. Jesus is described in verse 1 as 'the righteous' (ESV) or 'the one
who is truly righteous” (NLT). Why is it important for us to know
that our advocate before the Father is someone who is truly

righteous?

9. We know we are unable to live perfectly sinless lives as Jesus
did, so what does it mean for us to live our lives as Christ did?

Read verses 7 to 11

10. Why should coming to know the Lord cause (and enable) us to
love one another?
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11. Why is it important to the Lord that we love one another? Read
John 13:31-35.

12. How does darkness blind our eyes? Read Matthew 6:22-23.
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Read verses 12 to 27

13. How do we 'overcome the evil one'? And how does the
description here align with the account we are given in Luke 4:1-13

of how Jesus overcame the temptations of the devil?

14. How did John exhort the believers to not be led astray by the
false teachers? How were they to protect themselves from their

lies?
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APPLICATION:

15. In your own words, describe what it should look like for you to
abide in the Lord and to let his word abide in you.

16. Write a prayer for help with this.
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EVERY WEEK:

1. Which verse stood out most to you this week? Write it down,
memorise it and share it with the group.

2. What about God stood out most to you this week? How does
that characteristic encourage you to trust him with your life?
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ESV

1 See what kind of love the
Father has ﬁéven to us, that we
should be called children o#
GOJ, ﬂ,nd §0 we are. 77!,& reason
why the world does not know ns
is that it did not know him. 2
Befoveal, we are Goal'.r children
now, and what we will be has
not yet appeared, but we know
that when he appears we shall
be like /Lém, becanse we shall see
him as he (5. 3 ;4;4.0( everyone
who thus /w/aes in him /auréf'ées
ﬂémseéf' as he i pure.

4 Everyone who makes a /ara.chlce
of stnning also prach’ces
lawlessness, sin is bawlessness. &
You know that he a,/yﬂw,rea( in
order to take away sing, and in
him there is no sin. 6 No one

who abides in him ,éea/as on

86

NLT

1 See how very much our Father
loves us, For he calls us his
children, and that is what we
are! But the /aao/aée who héonﬂ
to this world don't recognize
that we are God's children
becanse f/wy don't kmow him. 2
Dear friends, we are a,[rw,a(y
God's children, but he has not
yet shown ns what we will be
bike when Christ appears. But
we do know that we will be like
/uim, f’or we will see him as he
rea.”7 (s, 3 /hw( all who have
this eager ez,aecfa.t‘éon will éee/:
themselyes ﬂure,ju&f as he is

faure.

4 fvaryon.e who sing i éraukénj
God's baw, for all sin is
com‘ra,ry to the law of God. 5
And you know that Jesns came
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ESV

.rénnénj, no one who éee/ﬂ on
sinning has either seen him or
known him. ? Little children,
let no one deceive you. Whoever
/M‘a,ch'ces réjht‘eomneu e
réy/u‘eour, as he (s rég/u‘eou:. g
Whoever makes a /am.ch’ce of
sinning i of the devil, for the
devil has been sénnénj from the
éejénntng, The reason the Son
of God a/v/aeareal was to ales/'roy
the works of the devil. 9 No one
born of God makes a /ﬂnch’ce of
sénnénj, f'or Goa('s seed abides in
him, and he cannot keep on
sénnénj, becanse he has been
born of God. 10 57 this it is
evident who are the children of
God, and who are the children
of the devil: whoever does not

/rra.cféce réghi‘eournen is not of

87

NLT

to take away our sing, and there
is o sin in him. ¢ Anyone who
continunes to bive in him will not
sin. But anyone who éee/as on
xinnénj does not know him or

wnderstand who he is.

2 Dear children, don't let
anyone deceive you about this:
When /no/aée do what (s réy/u‘, it
shows that /'/Ley are réjht‘eon&,
even as Christ is n’yhieom. 8
But when /aeo/aee kee/a on
rén.minﬁ, it shows that f/uey
éeétmj to the devil, who has
been sinning since the
6ejénninj, But the Son of God
came to alen‘roy the works of the
devil. 9 Those who have been
born into God's f'a,méfy do not

make a /arac/'éce 01" :énnénﬂ,

becamse God’s Uife is in them. So
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ESV

God, nor is the one who does
not love his brother.

Love One Another

11 For this is the message that
you have heard from the
éejinnénj, that we should love
one another. 12 We should not
be Uike Cain, who was of' the evil
one and murdered his brother.
And W/Ly did he murder him?
Becanse his own deeds were evil
and his brother's réjki‘eou&. 13
Do not be sur/yréwa{, brothers,
that the world hates you. 14 We
know that we have ﬂmwa[ out of
death into life, becanse we love
the brothers. Whoever does not
love abides in death. 15
gvu«yone who hates his brother
is a murderer, and you know

that no murderer has eternal

88

NLT
t‘hey can't éee[a on u’nnénﬂ,
becamse f/uey are children of
God. 10 So now we can tell who
are children of' God and who are
children of' the devil. Anyone
who does not live réﬁhieou:éy
and does not love other believers

does not 4@@0;«1.5 to God.

Love One Another

11 This is the message you have
heard from the 635&;1.;1.[;«17 : We
should love one another. 12 We
must wot be like Cain, who
hfonﬂul to the evil one and
killed his brother. And w/n,y did
he kill him? Becanse Cain had
been a(oin.j what was evil, and
his brother had been aloénj what
was n’j/u‘eous, 13 8o don't be
sur/:riwa(, dear brothers and

sisters, éf' the world hates you.
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ESV
Vite méidﬁnﬂ in him.
13 57 this we know love, that he
laid down his Zéf'e For us, and

we ouﬂ/u‘ to fay down our lives

for the brothers. 12 But if
\70044‘
and sees his brother in need, 7@1‘

anyone has the world's

closes his heart a.ja.éh.x/' him,
how does Goa['& love abide in
him? 18 Little children, let us
not love in word or tallk but in
deed and in truth.

19 57 this we shall know that
we are of the truth and reassure
our heart before him, 20 for
whenever onr heart condemns
ue, God is yreafer than onr
heart, and he knows every/'/u'ny,
21 Beloved, if our heart does not
condemn ns, we have confidence

before God, 22 and whatever we

89

NLT
14 If we love our brothers and

sisters who are believers, it
proves that we have fm,uea( from
death to bife. But a person who
has no love is still dead. 15
Anyone who hates another
brother or sister is rea.”y a
murderer at heart. And you
know that murderers don't have
eternal life within them.

16 We know what real love is
becanse Jesus gave up his Oife
for ns. $o we also ouj/u‘ to give
up our bives for our brothers and
sisters. 17 If someone has
enoujh money to bive well and
sees a brother or sister in need
but shows no com/)uuéan—how
can God's love be in in that

/yersoh,?
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ESV

ask we receive f'rom /u’m,
becamse we kee/: his
commandments and do what
/aéea.ws him. 23 Awnd this is his
commandment, that we believe
in the name of his Son Jesus
Christ and love one another,
jlu/’ as he has commanded ns.
24 Wheoever kae/a: his
commandments abides in God,
and God in him. And 67 this
we know that he abides in us,
by the S/aén’f whom he has

yéven ns.

90

NLT
18 Dear children, let's not
mereéy say that we love each
other, let us show the truth 47
our actions. 19 Qur actions will
show that we 6e€ony to the
truth, so we will be conﬁ'alem‘
when we stand before God. 20
Even if we ﬁeéﬂuééfy, God is
jrem‘er than our f’ee&nﬂr, and
he knows everyf/ulnj.
21 Dear friends, if we don't feel
3u£€f7, we can come to God with
bold con/-'éalance. 22 Ana[ we will
receive from him whatever we

ask becanse we oéey him and do

the r"/u'nﬂs that pfem‘e him.

23 And this is his
commandment: We must believe
in the name of his Son, Jesus

Christ, and love one another,
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ESV NLT
Just as he commanded ws. 24
Those who 0437 God's
commandments remain in
ﬁ”ow:ké/a with him, and he
with them. And we know he
lives in us becanse the S/yéréi‘ he

gave ns lives in us.

91



‘ 16t John curoren s

OBSERVATION:

Read through Chapter 3 (printed in ESV and NLT translations on
Pages 85 to 90)

1. Highlight (in the ESV text) and write down (below) any repeated

words or phrases in the chapter. These show the author’s emphasis
on a point.

2. Circle where there are linking words or phrases in the ESV text
(e.g. because, but, therefore, so that, since) and write down (below)
the sentence that follows them. These show connections between
ideas the author is communicating.

3. Underline (in the ESV text) and write down (below) any imagery,
contrasts and similarities that John uses in his descriptions.
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INTERPRETATION:

Read verses 1 to 3

4. In his letters, John emphasises that true love is proven by
actions. Which actions of God are highlighted here as showing us
the kind of love he has for us?

5. What does it mean that when Christ returns we will be like him?
Read Rom 8:29, 2 Cor 3:12-18 and Phil 3:20-21.

6. What is the connection between living in eager expectation of
Christ's return and purifying ourselves/keeping ourselves pure?
Read Matthew 25:1-13 and 2 Pet 3:10-18.

Read verses 4 to 9
7. Look up the definitions of the following words:

a. Know (write down 2 definitions for 'know' - the definition for
knowing something, and the definition for knowing someone)
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b. Abide

c. Lawless

8. In your own words, define ‘sin” and ‘righteousness’.
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9. Keeping in mind the definitions you've written in no.s 7 and 8,
describe the difference between believers (children of God) and
non-believers (children of the devil) in regards to sin.

Read verses 10 to 24

10. Read Gen 4:1-16 and describe Cain’s view of/heart posture
towards God. Also note down any similarities you can identify with
the devil's posture towards God.

11. Using the examples of Cain and Jesus, describe the connection
between what each of them is ruled by and how they treated their
brothers. Read James 1:14-15 and Gal 5:13-26.
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APPLICATION:

12. Before God calls us to abide in him, He first abides in us and
seals his commitment to us by giving us his Spirit (2 Corinthians
1:22 and Ephesians 1:13-14). This enables us to know him and love
him, and no longer be enslaved to sin, while also producing in us a
love for fellow believers.

Reflect on whether you have seen evidence of this in your life.

13. If you have seen evidence of this in your life, then write a
prayer thanking God for his saving work in your life, and asking
for his help in the areas you currently need to grow in (rebellion,
and loving your brothers).

If you have seen no evidence of this in your life, then write a
prayer thanking God for bringing this to light, and asking him to
save you and give you a new heart towards him.
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EVERY WEEK:

1. Which verse stood out most to you this week? Write it down,
memorise it and share it with the group.

2. What about God stood out most to you this week? How does
that characteristic encourage you to trust him with your life?
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ESV
Test the Sﬁérih‘
1 Beloved, do not believe every
spéréf, but test the x/yéréh to see
whether f/wy are from God, for
many false frof/uu‘x have gone
ont into the world. 2 57 this
you know the Sférét‘ of God:
every s/u’ré/' that confesses that
Jesus Christ has come in the
f'[es/u e Fram Goa[, 3 and every
sfuin’f that does not oahfen Jesus
is not from God. This is the
.c/n’n’f of' the antichrist, which
you heard was coming and now
is in the world a,érea,aly. 4 Little
children, you are from God and
have overcome them, f’or he wheo
i tn you is jrea,fer than he who
is in the world. 5 ﬂuey are from
the world, therefore t%ey s/aea,k
f'rom the world, and the world

102

NLT

Déscerninﬂ False Pro/a/:.eh‘

1 Dear friends, do not believe
everyone who claims to x/aea,k 67
the Spirit. You must test them
to see if the ,rpéréf f/wy have
comes from God. For there are
many false /aro/ahet‘s in the
world. 2 This is how we know if
f/ney have the S/aéréf of God: If
a person cfnéminy to be a
/ﬂ‘b/f/bet‘ a,oén.owfea(yex that Jesus
Christ came in a real 500[7, that
person has the S/n'rét‘ of God. 3
But if someone claims to be a
/rro/rhet‘ and does not
ucknowfea(je the truth abont
Jesus, that person is not from
God. Such a person has the
s/n’n’# of' the Antichrist, which
you heard i coming into the
world and indeed is a.[rea.a(y
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ESV

Uistens to them. ¢ We are from
God. Whoever knows God listens
to us, whoever is not from God
does not listen to ns. 57 this we
know the S/n’n’f of truth and the

sp irit of error.

Geod Is Love

7 Beloved, let us love one
another, for love is from God,
and whoever loves has been born
o{' God and knows God. 8
Anyone who does not love does
not know God, becanse God is
love. 9 In this the love of God
was made manifest among ns,
that God sent his onfy Son into
the world, so that we miy/tf live
t%roujk him. 10 In this is love,
not that we have loved God but
that he loved ws and sent his
Son to be the pro/yih’nh’on for

103
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/L&I‘e.

4 But you h&ny to God, my
dear children. You have a,éreu(y
won a Véct‘ory over those peo/afe,
becanse the S/aéri»‘ who lives in

on (¢ 3ram‘ar than the s/n’rét‘
who lives in the world. 5 Those
/’“f& h&nj to this world, so
r%ey speak from the world’s
véew/:oém‘, and the world listens
to them. 6 But we 4e€onﬂ to
God, and those who know God
listen to us. If f/tey do not
ée[onj to God, fﬂey do not Uisten
to we. That is how we know if
someone has the S/yérél' of truth
or the r/aéréf of a[ecefh’on.

Lovénﬂ One Another
2 Dear friends, let us continue to

love one another, For love comes
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ESV

our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so
loved ns, we also ouj/u‘ to love
one another. 12 No one has ever
feen GM(, L’f' we love one
another, God abides in ns and

his love is /nrﬁu‘wl n ns.

13 By this we know that we
abide in him and he in s,
becanse he has jiven_ ne o{' his
Sﬂén’t‘, 14 And we have seen and
/‘exh'f'y that the Father has sent
his Son to be the Saviour of the
world. 15 Whoever confesses that
Jesus is the Son of God, God
abides in /u’m, and he in Goa(,
16 8o we have come to know and
to believe the love that God has
for ns. God is love, and whoever
abides in love abides in God,
and Goal abides in him. 12 57
this is love /yer{'ecfea[ with s, so
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trom God. Angone who loves (s
a child of’ GM( and knows GM(,
8 But anyone who does not love
does not know God, for God is

ZDVG.

9 GM( showed how much he
loved ns 67 semlénj his one and
on[y Son into the world so that
we méy/u‘ have eternal lite
t‘/woujh him. 10 This is real
love—not that we loved God, but
that he loved ns and sent his
Son as a sacrifice to take away

onr gins.

11 Dear Fn'ena(x, Since Goa( loved
ws that much, we surefy ouyh/'
to love each other. 12 No one has
ever seen God. But if we love
each other, God lives in us, and
his love is 6rou3/u‘ to full
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ESV

that we may have confidence for
the aluy of'jualymem‘, becanse as
he is so also are we in this
world. 18 There is no fear in
love, but f)erﬁcf love casts ont
tear. For fear has to do with
/aunér/umem‘, and whoever fears
has not been /nrf'ecfeal in love.
19 We love becanse he first loved
ne. 20 [f' unyone says, "I love
God,” and hates his brother, he
is a liar, for he who does not
love his brother whom he has
seen cannot love God whom he
has not seen. 21 And this
commandment we have from
him: whoever loves God must
also love his brother.

NLT

exp ression (n us.

13 And Goal has 5£ven ns his
S/n'réf as /aroof' that we live in
him and he in ns. 14
Furthermore, we have seen with
our own eyes and now fe:h’f'y
that the Father sent his Son to
be the Saviour of the world. 15
Al who declare that Jesus is
the Son of’ God have God. Zévén.y
in them, and t‘/wy live in God.
16 We know how much God loves
ns, and we have /mf onr trust in

his love.

God is love, and all who live in
love live in God, and God lives
in them. 17 And as we live in
God, our love grows more
/aertcect‘, 8o we will not be afraid
on the aln.y of'jua(jmem‘, but we
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ESV
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NLT

can face him with confidence
becanse we live Uike Jesns here
in this world.

18 Such love has no f'anr,
becanse /aerfect‘ love ez{:eé& all
tear. If we are afraid, it is for
fear of funés/umenf, and this
shows that we have not f’ué@y
elt/aen’enceal his fremﬂecf love. 19
We love each other becamse he
loved ws first.

20 If someone says, “I love
God,” but hates a fellow
believer, that person is a liar,
for if we don't love /:eo/aée we
can see, how can we love God,
whom we cannot see? 21 And he
has given us this command.:
Those who love God must also
love their fellow believers.
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OBSERVATION:

Read through Chapter 4 (printed in ESV and NLT translations on
Pages 101 to 105)

1. Highlight (in the ESV text) and write down (below) any
repeated words or phrases in the chapter. These show the
author’'s emphasis on a point.

2. Circle where there are linking words or phrases in the ESV text
(e.g. because, but, therefore, so that, since) and write down (below)
the sentence that follows them. These show connections between
ideas the author is communicating.

3. Underline (in the ESV text) and write down (below) any
imagery, contrasts and similarities that John uses in his
descriptions.
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INTERPRETATION:

Read verses 1 to 6

4. What are the 2 things John instructs the believers to look out for
to show them whether a prophet is being led by the Spirit of God
(the Holy Spirit) or by a Spirit that is against God (Spirit of the
antichrist)?

5. In verse 6, when John says 'we' and 'us', who is he referring to
and what kind of authority did their words have? Read Acts 2:41-42,
1 Cor 14:37-38 and 2 Peter 3:15-16.

6. Think about the context of this letter- the time in hisfory, the
people involved and the issues that were going on in their churches.

(Re-read the Background on Pages 48 & 49 to refresh your memory)

Should we use these same tests to evaluate prophets or preachers
today to know if they are being led by God? In which ways yes and
in which ways no? Read Gal 1:6-9 and 1 Tim 6:3-5.
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Read verses 7 to 12

7. What actions did God the Father and Jesus take that show their
love for us?

8. Keeping in mind what God has modeled for us, write a definition
for love in your own words. Read Luke 22:41-44.

9. God commands us to love others the way he has loved us.
Sometimes this is hard and painfu|, but in Jesus we have a model
for how to endure.

How was he able to endure the suffering and shame that came with
the cross? Read Hebrews 12:1-3.
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10. In verse 12, what are we promised if we love one another?

Read verses 13 to 21

11. How does God's love for us remove all fear of the day of

judgment and how does removing this fear impact our ability to
love God?

12. How does fear in general impact our ability to love others?
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‘ 19t John cuseres .

APPLICATION:

13. Reflect on ways you struggle to obey the Lord's command to
love others. Think of specific people in your life that you are
finding it hard to love, and the fears you may have that hinder you
from loving those people.

Then rewrite verses 10 to 12 as an instruction from God to you
personally, ending with what he promises you regarding this
specific issue.

14. Write a prayer to God about this. Thanking him, asking him for
help etc
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EVERY WEEK:

1. Which verse stood out most to you this week? Write it down,
memorise it and share it with the group.

2. What about God stood out most to you this week? How does
that characteristic encourage you to trust him with your life?
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‘ 195t John curores s

ESV

Overcoménﬂ the World

1 £ver70ne who believes that
Jesus is the Christ has been born
of God, and everyone who loves
the Father loves whoever has
been born of him. 2 57 this we
know that we love the children
of God, when we love God and
0437 his commandments. 3 For
this is the love of God, that we
keefc his commandments. And
his commandments are not
burdensome. 4 For avgryane who
has been born of God overcomes
the world. And this is the
Vécfory that has overcome the
world—our faith. 5 Who is it
that overcomes the world ezce/ar‘
the one who believes that Jesns
is the Son of God?

1né

NLT

Faith in the Son of God

1 Everyone who believes that
Jesus is the Christ has become a
child o# GM[. And everyone wheo
loves the Father loves his
children, too. 2 We know we
love God's children éf' we love
God and oéey his
commandments. 3 Lovéng God
means ku/n’nj his
commandments, and his
commandments are not
burdensome. 4 For every child of'
God defeats this evil world, and
we achieve this vécfory t%rouy/n
our faith. 5 And who can win
this battle a,ja,ém'f the world?
Onfy those who believe that
Jesus is the Son of God.

6 And Jesus Christ was revealed
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ESV

Test‘émony Concernénﬁ the Son of
God

¢ This is he who came 47 water
and blood —Jesus Christ, not 67
the water onéy but 57 the water
and the blood. And the S/ain’f ie
the one who testifies, becanse the
S/n’réf is the truth. 2 For there
are three that fe&'h’t% : 8 the
S/n’rét‘ and the water and the
blood, and these three agree. 9
If we receive the t‘esh’mony of
men, the t‘em‘imony of God is
3rem‘er, for this is the t‘esh’mony
of God that he has borne
concernénﬂ his Son. 10 Whoever
believes in the Son of God has
the fe,rh‘mony in himself.
Whoever does not believe God has
made him a biar, becanse he has

not believed in the t‘esh’mony

n7

NLT

as God’s Son 47 his 6a,/zhism in
water and 47 :hea[a(énj his blood
on the cross—not 67 water onfy,
but 47 water and 4lood. And the
S/aérét‘, who is truth, confirms it
with his #esh’mony.? §o we have
these three witnesses— 8§ the
S/aéréf, the water, and the blood
—and all three agree. 9 Since
we believe human t‘esh’mony,
rurefy we can believe the 5renfer
r‘eﬂ‘émoh.y that comes from God.
And God has testified about his
Son.

11 And this is what God has
testified: He has given us
eternal Uife, and this life is in
his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son
has Zéf'e, whoever does not have

God's Son does not have lite.
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ESV

that God has borne concermﬁnﬁ
his Som. 11 And this is the
t‘erh'mon7, that God gave us
eternal lite, and this life is in
his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son
has Uife, whoever does not have
the Son of God does not have
Uite.

That You /Wa,7 Know

13 [ write these f/ulnﬁx to you
who believe in the name of the
Son of God, that you may know
that you have eternal life. 14
And this is the confidence that
we have toward him, that if we
ask a.nyf/u’nj a,ccora(ény to his
will he hears wns. 15)4h.a( L’f' we
know that he hears ns in
whatever we ask, we know that

we have the requests that we
have asked of' him.

18

NLT

Conclusion

13 [ have written this to you
who believe in the name of the
Son of God, o that you may
know you have eternal life. 14
And we are conﬁ'alem" that he
heﬂ"f ne WA/GPLGVGI‘ we ﬂ,l‘k FD"
am.yfhény that /aeea.ur him. 15
And since we know he hears ns
when we make onr requests, we
also know that he wé”géve ne
what we ask for.

16 If you see a tellow believer
sinning in a way that does not
lead to death, you should rrey,
and God will 3ive that person
bite. But there is a sin that
leads to death, and I am not
rmyénj youn should rrey for
those who commit it. 17 Al
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ESV

1¢ If anyone sees his brother
comméh‘énﬂ a sin not Zea,a(énj to
death, he shall ask, and God
wé”yéve him life—to those who
commit sins that do not lead to
death. There is sin that leads to
death, I do not say that one
should rrey for that. 13 AU
wronjaloénj s sin, but there is
sin that does not lead to death.

18 We know that everyone who
has been born of God does not
kee/a on rén.n.énﬁ, but he who was
born of God /arofech' him, and
the evil one does not touch him.
19 We know that we are from
God, and the whole world lies
in the power of the evil one.

19

NLT

wicked actions are sin, but not

every sin leads to death.
18 We know that God's children

do not make a /ara,cr‘éca of
sinning, for God’s Son holds
them :ecureéy, and the evil one
cannot tonch them. 19 We know
that we are children of God and
that the world around ns is
under the control of the evil

one.

20 And we know that the Son of’
Qoa( has come, and he has ﬂéven
ne una[er:fa,na[én_ﬂ g0 that we can
know the true God. And now we
bive in f'e”ow:/ué/a with the true
Geod becanse we live in

Feléom-/u'/a with his Son, Jesus
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ESV

20 And we know that the Son of
God has come and has given us
unaleru‘a.nalinﬂ, o that we may
know him who is true, and we
are in him who is true, in his
Son Jesus Christ. He is the true
God and eternal life. 21 Little
c/u’éa(ren, keeﬂ 70ur&e€ves From
idols.

NLT

Christ. He is the onéy true God,
and he s eternal lite.

21 Dear c/uifalren, keef away
from a,n.yt‘/ulny that mij/u‘ take
God's /J&Lce n your hearts.
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OBSERVATION:

Read through Chapter 5 (printed in ESV and NLT translations on
Pages 115 to 119)

1. Highlight (in the ESV text) and write down (below) any repeated
words or phrases in the chapter. These show the author’'s emphasis
on a point.

2. Circle where there are linking words or phrases in the ESV text
(e.g. because, but, therefore, so that, since) and write down (below)
the sentence that follows them. These show connections between
ideas the author is communicating.

3. Underline (in the ESV text) and write down (below) any imagery,
contrasts and similarities that John uses in his descriptions.
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INTERPRETATION:

Read verses 1 to 5

4. In your own words, define the following terms used in the
text(in the ESV version):

a. Burdensome

b. Overcome

c. The World

d. Faith

5. In your own words define the opposite of each of those 4 terms
and write an opposite version of verses 3 to 5 (in the ESV version)

i.e. 'For this is hatred of God...'
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Read verses 6 to 10

6. What events are being referred to through which God the Father
testified that Jesus is his Son by the Spirit, water and blood?

7. In the churches John was writing to, people were being led astray
by listening to the testimonies of which men over the testimony of

God?

8. Every time we believe the lies of the world, what are we
effectively calling God?
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9. In every temptation, what are the 2 things about God that the
world (and our flesh) are essentially asking us to question/doubt.

Read Gen 3:1-6.

Read verses 11 to 21

10. What is eternal life and where do we find it? John 5:24, 6:40,
17:1-3 & 11:25-26

11. Where were the false prophets pointing people to to find eternal
life? (Refer to the false teachings breakdown on Page 49)

12. What other places, people, or things can you think of that the
world points us to to find eternal life?
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13. Being in relationship with God comes with many benefits, which
ones does John outline here?

APPLICATION:

14. John ends his letter with an exhortation (verse 21). Rewrite it in
your own words to yourself and refer to specific idols that you find
yourself tempted with.

e.g. [your name], do not believe in the lie that [specific idols] will bring you life
to the fullest...

15. Write a prayer to God for help with this.
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1&* JOAJ’L CHAPTER 5

EVERY WEEK:

1. Which verse stood out most to you this week? Write it down,
memorise it and share it with the group.

2. What about God stood out most to you this week? How does
that characteristic encourage you to trust him with your life?
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‘ Bﬂﬁ/(ﬂl‘om OF 2ND JOHN

GENRE: Letters

AUTHOR: John, The Apostle
Same author as Ist & 3rd John, the Gospel of John and
the book of Revelation.

RECIPIENTS: ‘The elect lady and her children’

This letter was written to a house church in the same
network of local churches that 1st John was written to.

‘The elect lady’ was possibly a reference to the church,
or to a lady hosting the church in her house.

DATE WRITTEN:

Estimated to have been written between AD
85 and AD 90

The same timeframe that Ist John was written in.

PURPOSE:

> To counter the same Gnostic false
teachers as in Ist John

—> To emphasise the fundamentals of
Christian living i.e. Walking in the truth
of God and love for each other
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ESV

Greehﬁnﬂ
1 The elder to the elect éa,afy and

her children, whom I love in
truth, and not on.éy I, but also
all who know the truth, 2
becamse of the truth that abides
in us and will be with ns

f'orever g

3 Gra,ce, merey, and /na,ce will

be with ns, from God the Father
and f'rom Jesus Christ the
Father's Son, in truth and love.

Wa,ﬂiny in Trath and Love

4 Ir%/'oéceal ﬂrea.ffy to find some
of your children wa,ekény in the
truth, juu‘ as we were
commanded 47 the Father.5 And
now I ack you, dear &wly—not‘

131

NLT
Greehﬁnjs
1 This letter is from John, the
elder.

L am writing to the chosen Zuly
and to her children, whom I
love in the truth—as does
everyone else who knows the
truth— 2 becanse the truth lives
in us and will be with ne

Forever o

3 Gra,ce, mercy, and /ﬂmce,
which come from God the Father
and from Jesus Christ—the Son
of the Father—will continue to
be with ws who live in truth and

love.

Live tn the Truth
4 How /m/a/oy I was to meet some



‘ 2ud John

ESV

as f/wug/u L were wréhlnﬁ you a
new commandment, but the one
we have had from the 6eﬂ6nn5nj
—that we love one another. 6
And this is love, that we walk
a,ccora[én.ﬂ to his commandments,
this (s the commandment, just‘
as you have heard from the
5eﬂénnénﬂ, ¢o that you should
walk in it. 7 For many deceivers
have gone out into the world,
those who do not confess the
coming of Jesus Christ in the
flesh. Such a one is the deceiver
and the antichrist. § Watch
70uru€ves, ¢o that you may not
lose what we have worked for,
but may win a twll reward. 9

fveryon.e wheo goes on ahead and

132
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of your children and find them
&'véuy a,ccora(énj to the truth,
Just as the Father commanded.

5 [am wrih’nﬂ to remind you,
dear friends. that we should
love one another. This is not a
new commandment, but one we
have had from the 4ejénn6ny. ¢
Love means a(oc'nj what God has
commanded s, and he has
commanded us to love one
unot‘/uer,juu‘ as you heard from

the 433 Lnntny .

? I.my this becanse many
deceivers have gone out into the
world. They deny that Jesus
Christ came in a real éoaly.

Such a person is a deceiver and



‘ 2ud John

ESV
does not abide in the t‘ea,c/uénﬁ of
Christ, does not have God.
Whoever abides in the r‘ea.chéh.ﬂ
has both the Father and the
Son. 10 If anyone comes fo you
and does not hén.y this
t‘ea,c/uén.ﬂ, do not receive him into
your house or yéve him any
5reu‘éng, 11 f'or whoever 3reeh~
him takes /m,m‘ in his wicked

works.

Final Greeh’nﬂx

12 Though I have much to write
to you, I would rather not use
paper and ink. Instead I/w/ae
to come to you and talk tace to
face, so that ourjoy may be
complete.
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an antichrist. § Watch out that
you do not lose what we have
worked so hard to achieve. Be
alé&'jen/' o that you receive your
tnll reward. 9 Anyone who
wanders away from this
t‘ea.c/n.énj has no refa,t‘éonshé/a
with God. But anyone wheo
remains in the hmc/ulnj of Christ
has a refa.h’onshé/a with both the
Father and the Son.

10 If anyone comes to your
meeting and does not teach the
truth about Christ, don't invite
that person info your home or
give any kind of encouragement.
11 ;4;4.70;4,& who enconrages such
feo/aée becomes a ﬂa.rt‘ner in

their evil work.
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ESV NLT
13 The children of your elect Conclusion
sister jreer‘ you. 12 I have much more to say to

you, but I don't want to do it
with raper and ink. For I/w/ae
to visit you soon and tall with
you face to face. Then ourj07
will be com/v&fe.

13 Graeh’nﬂs from the children
of your sister, chosen 47 God.
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‘ 2nd John

OBSERVATION:

Read through 2nd John (printed in ESV and NLT translations on
Pages 130 to 133)

1. Highlight (in the ESV text) and write down (below) any
repeated words or phrases in the chapter. These show the
author’s emphasis on a point.

2. Circle where there are linking words or phrases in the ESV text
(e.g. because, but, therefore, so that, since) and write down (below)
the sentence that follows them. These show connections between
ideas the author is communicating.

3. Underline (in the ESV text) and write down (below) any imagery,
contrasts and similarities that John uses in his descriptions.
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‘ 2nd John

INTERPRETATION:

Read verses 1 to 4

4. In these first 4 verses, how many times does John mention 'truth'?

5. Read John 18:37-38. What did Jesus say was the purpose for
which he came to the world?

6. Reflect on Pilate's question to Jesus in verse 38. In our culture
today where there's a common belief that everyone is entitled to
'their truth', how would you answer Pilate's question?

7. What can cause us (believers) to not love and walk in the truth?
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Read verses 5 to 13

8. John links the believers loving one another to their protection
against false teachers(deceivers). How does our love for one
another protect us against false teaching? Read Eph 4:11-16, James
5:19-20 and Col 3:16.

9. John warns them to watch themselves against false teachers and
not miss out on their 'full reward'. What reward is he referring to?
Read Col 3:23-24, Luke 6:22-23, 1 Cor 3:5-15 and Rev 22:12.
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APPLICATION:

10. John instructed them to not receive false teachers into their
houses or give them any greeting (ESV), what did he mean by this
instruction and how do we apply it to our context today?

11. Write a prayer for help to love the truth and be committed to
walking in it, both personally and alongside other believers
encouraging one another.
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EVERY WEEK:

1. Which verse stood out most to you this week? Write it down,
memorise it and share it with the group.

2. What about God stood out most to you this week? How does
that characteristic encourage you to trust him with your life?
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‘ Bﬂﬁ/(ﬂl‘om OF 3RD JOHN

GENRE: Letters

AUTHOR: John, The Apostle
Same author as Ist & 2nd John, the Gospel of John and
the book of Revelation.

RECIPIENTS: Gaius, a faithful follower of Christ

He was a member of one of the churches in the same
network of local house churches that 1st and 2nd John

was written to.

DATE WRITTEN:

Estimated to have been written between AD
85 and AD 90

The same timeframe that Ist John and 2nd John were

written in.

PURPOSE:

— To commend him for his hospitality to
the traveling Christians and encourage
him to continue regardless of the
pressure to do the opposite

143




‘ 3pd John

ESV

@reeh’nﬂ
1 The elder to the beloved
Gains, whom I love in truth.

2 Beloved, I/ara,y that all may
g° well with you and that you
may be in jooal health, as it
goes well with your soul. 3 For
Irejoéceal jreaf@y when the
brothers came and testified to
your trath, as indeed you are

Wa.&énﬂ in the truth. & I have

no jrem‘er J'oy than to hear that
my children are Wa,fkc'nﬂ in the

truth.

Sup/y ort and Op/yau'hlon

5 Beloved, it is a faithful f'/u'nﬂ

you do in all your eflorts for

these brothers, n‘rnnﬂen as /'/Ley

144

NLT
Greeh’nﬂs
1 This letter is from John, the
eéde".

I am wréh’nj to Gains, my dear

friend, whom I love in the
truth.

2 Dear Friena(, I/w/n all is
well with you and that you are
as /Lea,ft%y in 6017 as you are
n‘ronﬂ in s/n‘ri/'. 3 Some of the
h‘a,ve&'nﬂ teachers recem‘fy
returned and made me very
ha,/y/ay 67 feé&'nj me abont your
taithfulness and that you are
Zévénj uccordiny to the truth. 4
I conld have no ﬂrea,t‘er\/'oy
than to hear that my children
are Fo”owénﬂ the truth.



‘ 3pd John

ESV

are, 6 who testified to your love
before the church. Youn will do
well to send them on their
journey in a manner worr%y of
Geod. 7 For v%ey have gone out
for the sake of the name,
a,cce/yh'ny not‘/u’nj from the
Gentiles. 8 Therefore we ouj/d
to support people like these,
that we may be fellow workers
for the truth.

9 I have written xomet‘/u’nj to
the church, but Déofre/a/w.\', wheo
Oikes to put himself first, does
not ncénowfea(ﬂe our uu#/»orér‘y,
70 §o L# Icame, T well 6n’nj u/a
what he (s a(oénﬂ, fa,lkénﬂ
wicked nonsense a.ja,énsf us. And
not content with that, he refuses
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NLT

Cavrinﬂ for the Lord’s Workers

5 Dear f'réena(, you are hénj
taithful to God when you care
for the t‘ra.veééh.j teachers who
pass t‘/wou.ﬂ/u, even t‘/wu.jh f/n,ey
are st‘ra.njer.r to you. 6 T/Ley
have told the church here of
your Zovénj Friem(s/u’f. Please
continne /yrovialény for such
teachers in a manner that
péea,us Geod. ? For t‘/wy are
t‘ra.ve&nj For the Lord, and f/wy
a,cce/a/' n.of/u’nj from /wo/yée wheo
are not believers. 8 So we
ourselves should support them
0 that we can be their pa,rhwrs
as t‘/wy teach the truth.

9 I wrote to the church about



‘ 3pd John

ESV

to welcome the brothers, and
also stops those who want to and
puts them out of the church.

11 Beloved, do not imitate evil
but imitate jooa(. Whoever does
joaa( [ f'rom Qoa[, whoever does
evil has not seen God. 12
Demetrins has received njooal
t‘eshlmony Lrom everyone, and
from the truth itself. We also
add onr testimony, and you

know that our testimony is frue.

Final Greeh’nﬂx

13 I had much to write to you,
but I would rather not write
with pen and ink. 14 Ihope to

see you soon, and we will talk

NLT

this, but Diotrephes, who loves
to be the leader, refuses to have
anything to do with us. 10
When I come, I will report some
of the f/v,énys he (s a[oén_ﬂ and the
evil accnsations he is ma,kénﬂ
a,ﬂa,ém'/' ws. Not onfy does he
refuse to welcome the fra.ve&'nj
teachers, he also tells others mot
to /Lef/r them. And when t‘/w,y do
/Laé/a, he puts them out of the
church.

11 Dear friend, don't let this
bad examp le én{'éuen.ce yom.
Follow onéy what is good.
Remember that those who do
yooal prove that t‘hey are God's
children, and those who do evil



‘ 3pd John

ESV

face to face.

15 Peace be to you. The friends
jreef you. Greet the friends,

enc/n. 47 hame.
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NLT

prove that f/n,ay do not know
God.

12 Everyone s/na,és /Léj/uéy o{'
Demetrins, as does the truth
itself. We ourselves can say the
same for him, and you know we

r/aea.k the truth.

Conclusion

13 [ have much more to say to
you, but [ don’t want to write
it with pen and ink. 14 For I
ho/ae to see you soon, and then
we will talk face to face.

15 Peace be with you.

Your friends here send you
their ﬂreet‘énjs. Please give my
/yer:onué yreehln.ﬂ: to each of

our friends there.



‘ 3prd John

OBSERVATION:

Read through 3rd John (printed in ESV and NLT translations on
Pages 144 to 147)

1. Highlight (in the ESV text) and write down (below) any
repeated words or phrases in the chapter. These show the author’s
emphasis on a point.

2. Circle where there are linking words or phrases in the ESV text
(e.g. because, but, therefore, so that, since) and write down (below)
the sentence that follows them. These show connections between
ideas the author is communicating.

3. Underline (in the ESV text) and write down (below) any imagery,
contrasts and similarities that John uses in his descriptions.
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‘ 3pd John

INTERPRETATION:

Read verses 1 to 8

4. Who does John say Gaius is being faithful to when he cares for
the travelling believers?

5. What work were the travelling believers doing?

6. Compare John's instructions in 3 John 5-8 with his instructions in
2 John 10-11 (NLT version). What differences do you see? and in
both scenarios what role does John say the believers take on when
they provide support?

7. What role did hospitality play in the spread of the gospel in the
first century? and what role do you think it plays today?
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‘ 3prd John

Read verses 9 to 14

8. What does John identify as the motivation behind Diotrephes'
behaviour?

9. By being driven by this motivation, who/what is Diotrephes
actually serving? Read Rom 16:17-18. .

10. Did Diotrephes qualify to be a leader in the church? Why or
why not? Read 1 Tim 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-11.

11. Do the qualifications outlined in 1 Tim 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-11 focus
on character, special abilities/gifts, or special anointing?

12. Look up the definitions for the following words:

a. Imitate (used in the ESV version)
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b. Influence (used in the NLT version)

13. Why do you think Diotrephes managed to have influence with
some people in the church?

14. Read Paul's account in Gal 2:11-14 of an incident in which Peter
and others were influenced by bad examples. What made Peter
hypocritically go along with the 'circumcision party'? & what made
other Jewish believers (including Barnabas) go astray as well?

Read verse 15

15. We know that all scripture is inspired by God and useful to us

(2 Tim 3:16-17). What is the value in us reading personal greetings,
as well as the names and commendations of people like Demetrius
(who |ike|y carried this letter to Gaius) and others who are named
in various letters in the Bible and played similar roles in the early
church (Rom 16:1-15, Col 4:7-18 etc)?
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‘ 3pd John

APPLICATION:

16. Think of christian leaders who have great influence on you
(whether in your church, or online etc) and list them below. What
reasons made you consider them a leader (’rheir character, gif’rs, or
‘special anointing’)? Do those reasons align with the Biblical
qualifications for a leader in the church?

17. Are there people you considered leaders but now realise that
either they don’t qualify, or that you actually don't have the
proximity to them to know whether they do?
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‘ 3prd John

18. Sometimes we follow ungodly leaders/influences out of fear.
Read Prov 29:25, Isaiah 51:7-8, lsaiah 51:12-13, Heb 13:5-6 & Psalm
118:4-9 and write down truths about God to keep in mind to fight
against the fear of man (e.g. The Lord will never leave me nor
forsake me) .

19. Write down a prayer for help to fear God above all; for the
wisdom to recognise the leaders he appoints in your life, versus the
self-appointed leaders; and for help to live a hospitable life from a
love for God and his gospel.
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EVERY WEEK:

1. Which verse stood out most to you this week? Write it down,
memorise it and share it with the group.

2. What about God stood out most to you this week? How does
that characteristic encourage you to trust him with your life?
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&M o# REFLECTION ON THE
LETTERS OF JOHN

1. From doing this study did you learn or experience anything new
about why or how to study the Bible?

2. What stands out most in your mind from the Letters of John
after completing this study? Any particular themes or verses.

3. What about God stands out to you most as you reflect back on
the Letters of John?

4. Did studying the Letters of John strengthen your trust in God? If
so, in which ways?
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Row O# REFLECTION ON THE
LETTERS OF JOHN

5. Has studying the Letters of John given you any more clarity on
what it means to be a true follower of Christ?

6. Did studying the Letters of John have any impact on how you
view your relationship with other believers?

7. Has studying the Letters of John given you any more clarity on
how to identify false teachers?

8. While studying the Letters of John, did you feel convicted of any
particular sin or realise any changes you need to make in your life?
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%M o# REFLECTION ON THE

LETTERS OF JOHN

CLOSING PRAYER:

Based on the things you've discussed that stood out to you from the weeks

you spent doing this study, write down a prayer for yourself and for each
of the people you've done this study with.
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Thank You!

Thank you for choosing to do this study! | hope and pray that it has
blessed youl!

A special thanks to the many people who helped me work on this
study-whether they knew it or not:

« Thank you to the initial group at Sojourn Church, for whom this study
was first written, and most especially to:

Aunt Edith — Your commitment to community is so inspiring. Rain or
shine | knew you'd show up (and early). Your reliability kept me
accountable to prepare the questions every week. Thank you.

Maike — Thank you for your enthusiastic participation; your energy was
infectious. Hearing you share about the joy and refreshment the group
sessions brought into your life was also so encouraging. It reminded me
that these studies are worthwhile.

Rhionah — Thank you for continuously encouraging me to actually
publish this study. Hearing how it impacted you gave me conviction that
it could be impactful for others too.

o Thank you Jess, for your early edits.

« Thank you Randi, Blanche, Tona, Diana, Rosanna, and Kutchi, for
choosing this study for your group to do. It gave me the much needed
deadline to finish editing it—and getting to attend your final session
was such a blessing.

* Thank you Josh, for all your edits throughout. Thank you also for all
your support and partnership in doing the audios (and in life)-both are
far more enjoyable with you.

Above all, thank you Lord-for the gift of your Word, for the privilege
of getting to share it in this way, and for your provision in all the
many ways that made this study possible.



The goal of this Bible study is to help you:

e Grow in clarity about who God is and what it really looks
like to follow him

« Grow in your love for God and his ways
« Grow in your ability to recognise false teaching and false

teachers

This study is also designed to help you to not only study the
Letters of John, but also learn how to study the Bible in general.

BINDI KIREGU became a Christian in 2009 and instantly fell in.love with
the Bible (for all the reasons she shares in Week 1 of this study). She
started w‘rifing Bible studies because she loves to see others fall in love
with the Bible too.

She originally wrote this study for a group at her church, Sojourn Church
in Kampala, which she attends with her husband and 3 little children.

Vocationally, Bindi works in construction, doing projects through the
Design-and-Build company she runs with her husband. ISBY 4730013950310

91789913 950800‘




